
Organic Mental Disorders 




F00 - F09

(органические заболевания)
Specific symptoms (Walter-B(el H. triad):

1. Difficulties in retention 


(up to amnesia – F04)

2. Difficulties in understanding 

(up to dementia – F00-F03)

3. Difficulties in keeping feelings in 
(e.g. disphoria or 
                                                                 emotional incontinence)
Additional symptoms:

4.  Changes in personality and general behaviour [F07] see appendix 1
5.  Neurological signs and symptoms

6.  Asthenia (emotional hyperaesthetic syndrome)

7.  Somatic symptoms (headache etc.)

8.  Weather sensitivity.

Methods of diagnostic:

· EEG

· CT (Computer Tomography) or MRI (Magnetic Resonance Imaging)

· Ophthalmologist examination
· Neurologist examination
· Rheoencepalography 
· Doppler ultrasound
· Cerebro-spinal fluid (CSF) tests
· Neuropsychological tests
Psycho-organic syndrome

A heterogeneous group of states usually observed in individual stages of the course of various organic diseases. In the first stages of development increasing manifestations of mental weakness and increased fatigability are usually discovered. Later these are joined by disorders of attention, memory and intellectual activity, psychopathic like disturbances, and various emotional disorders. Delirium [F05], true hallucinations and delusional disturbances [F06] may be observed. Delusional disturbances are fleeting and fragmentary, with no tendency towards systematization, and they vary in content. Affective disorders fluctuate from an uplifted mood with euphoria to depression and increased irritability, peevishness, sometimes with an overlay of dysphoria and maliciousness. 

	Degenerative cerebral diseases
	Alzheimer’s disease [F00, G30] – degenerative disease with insidious onset at age 55—65 or later (occur in women 3-5 times more often than in men) with prominence of features of parietal and temporal lobe damage (loss of memory, apraxia, acalculia, dysgraphia, dysartria). It develops slowly but steadily. Formal complaints coexist with poor insight (total dementia).

Pick’s disease [F02, G31] – a progressive dementia with onset at age 50-60 with features of selective atrophy of frontal and temporal lobe (apathy, euphoria, severe character changes, verbal and motor stereotypy). The course is rather malignant; no sense of illness exists (total dementia).

	Cerebral arterio​sclerosis
	System disease with slow progression and evident waving course. Cerebral symptoms coexist with features of ischaemia of heart or extremities. The first symptoms are asthenia and hypomnesia. Dementia appears later, insight is rather good (partial dementia – F01)

	Tumours
	Neurological symptoms are common in onset (paralysis, disorders of co-ordination of movement, disorders of vision, epileptic seizures etc.). If the frontal lobes are impaired, the changes of character, apathy and poor insight are typical. The symptoms of cranial hypertension are common (headache with retching increasing by the morning, clouding of consciousness).

	Trauma
	Acute or chronic regressive course. Stages are: loss of consciousness (up to coma), acute period (sometimes with acute psychosis, for example delirium), convalescence (through the stage of asthenia), consequences (cerbrasthenia, Korsakov’s syndrome, dementia, epileptic seizures, personality disorder).

	Infections
	GPI (general paralysis of insane – F02.8, A52.1) – syphilitic psychosis which appears in some patients in 10-15 years after infection. The symptoms of encephalitis are the loss of insight, euphoria, dementia, severe personality changes, delusions of grandeur. Neurological signs: Argyll-Robertson symptom, asymmetry of tendon reflexes. Wassermann test is positive in 95% of patients. Treatment: antibiotics, iodotherapy, bismuth drugs.    

AIDS dementia [F02.4, B22.0] – up to total is common in terminal phase. Treatment is symptomatical.
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